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Contra Costa College
Course Outline
AFRICAN AMERICAN STUDIES  120
Number of Weeks:    18

BLACK EXPERIENCE THROUGH FILM
Lecture Hrs:      3

Units:      3

PREREQUISITE: None
 

COURSE/CATALOG  DESCRIPTION
This course offers an examination of African American life and culture as depicted on film and video, with emphases on independent black filmmakers, issues and themes in contemporary films, and impact on films on African American society.

COURSE OBJECTIVES

ADVANCE \l0The objectives of the course are to assist the student in the development of critical viewing and aural skills.  Upon successful completion of this course, student will be able to:
1.
Identify and analyze traditional and new stereotypes of African Americans in studios and independently produced films;

2.
Identify and interpret the images of African Americans presented in our country compared with images from Asia, Latin America and Europe;

3.
Identify and explain issues and themes in the work of independent Black filmmakers;

4.
Identify and discuss significant Black filmmakers and their work; 

5.
Write a film review.

COURSE CONTENTtc \l1 "COURSE CONTENT
15%
1.
Ethnicity and American Cinema

30%
2.
Images of the African American family

10%
3.
The Harlem Renaissance: Controlling the image

15%
4.
Biography/Documentaries/Histories

30%
5.
New Black Cinema

METHODS OF INSTRUCTION

1.
Lecture/discussion

2.
Viewing

3.
Collaborative Learning

INSTRUCTIONAL MATERIALS
Textbook Title:
Slow Fade to Black:  The Negro in American Film, 1990-1942

ADVANCE \r0Author:
Thomas Cripps

ADVANCE \r9     Publisher:
Oxford University Press
          Ed/Date:
Third Edition/2002
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COURSE EXPECTATIONS
3 hours

 Weekly Reading Assignments

3 hours

Weekly Writing Assignments
STUDENT EVALUATION
Class participation (discussion of readings, films and videos)
10%

One Typewritten Essay





15%

One Mid-term objective examination




25%

A final objective examination





50%

Grading Policy: Student Choice
A:  90% - 100%


B:  80% - 89.99%


C:  70% - 79.99%

D:  60% - 69.99%


F:  below 60%
Pass: 70% and above

No Pass: Below 70%
Prepared by:
Fritz Pointer
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